The expectation of practical results is a thoroughly sound reason for supporting research; scientists and government officials both talk of "investment in research." But this is not society's only justification for supporting research.
"Science for its own sake" provides the scientist with enthusiasm and motivation, but does not have strong public endorsement. It can be hoped, however, that current efforts to improve the teaching of science and to increase public understanding of science will gradually develop a firmer and more widespread understanding of the nature of scientific work and of the intellectual and esthetic benefits to society that result from a vigorous scientific program. In this effort it seems appropriate to place special emphasis upon the better education of students who are not themselves expecting to become scientists but who will shortly become the cultural, political, and business leaders of the country.
Another kind of effort is also necessary. We who are living in this time and this culture find it difficult to view our science and its relations to other aspects of our culture from an external vantage point. Yet is it not a responsibility of scientific statesmen to look at science objectively and scientifically, to study the ecology of scientific work, and to analyze the reasons for, the nature of, and the weaknesses in, the current national commitment to science? To do otherwise is to leave the future of science to the vagaries of social fashion.-DAEL WOLFLE *Prepared for the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions, Santa Barbara, California.
